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Since September 11, 2001, we are intensely aware of the need for political wisdom. Can Scripture help us in this
respect? Yes, but not simplistically. In an exhilarating dialogue with Oliver O'Donovan, a team of international
scholars look in detail in this book at biblical interpretation as we make the journey from what God said to
Abraham, as it were, to how to respond to the political challenges of today. Such exploration is essential if the
church is to become 'a royal priesthood' today. Craig Bartholomew Contributors include: Oliver O'Donovan
(respondent to 14 chapters) Gilbert Meilaender Christopher Rowland Bernd Wannenwetsch N. T. Wright A Royal
Priesthood? is the third volume from the Scripture and Hermeneutics Seminar. This annual gathering of
Christian scholars from various disciplines was established in 1998 and aims to reassess the discipline of biblical
studies from the foundations up and forge creative new ways for reopening the Bible in our cultures. Any
attempt to open the Book in new and fresh ways for our cultures at the start of the third millennium must
explore how to read the Bible ethically and politically. This volume looks at the obstacles to such a process and
in dialogue with Oliver O'Donovan's creative work in this regard, looks in detail at how to read different parts of
the Bible for ethics and politics. A unique element of the book is Oliver O'Donovan's 14 responses to individual
chapters. Volume 1, Renewing Biblical Interpretation and Volume 2, After Pentecost, are also published by
Paternoster Press and Zondervan.
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