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abstract: Learners of a second language are confronted with
different challenges. They have to learn new words and
grammar rules and how to apply them. To improve their skills
they need to be corrected or they must have the possibility to
correct themselves by comparing their usage of the foreign
language with that of native speakers. However, there are
some implicit rules to using a language which are rarely
detected by both learners and native speakers. One of these
cases is the usage of discourse markers (DM) (Svartvik
1980:171). Swedish linguist Jan Svartvik assumes that such
particles inadequate applications have more far-reaching
consequences during communication than grammatical
incorrectness (1980:172).In this essay I will concentrate on the
DM like since it is amongst the most frequently used by native
speakers of English (Fox Tree 2006:727, 2007:309; Müller
2005:197). As research has shown, non-native speakers use like
less often as a DM than native...
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